All chest computed tomography (CT) images were obtained using various scanners, but mostly with a 64 detector-row CT scanner (LightSpeed VCT; GE Healthcare, Milwaukee, WI, USA) using the following parameters: 120 kVp; 100-250 mA; beam pitch, 0.875-1.675; and section thickness, 1-2.5 mm. All of the CT scans were obtained before and after intravenous contrast medium injection, but only the unenhanced chest CTs were reviewed for the evaluation of tumor shadow disappearance rate and tumor margin. The image data were reconstructed with a soft-tissue algorithm for the mediastinal window image and a bone algorithm for the lung window image.
